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 Most Popular In a country torn apart by war, Afghanistan or elsewhere. A young woman sits on a hillock, a body between her
legs. The sunflowers nearby seem to be on fire. It is like an apparition or an abstraction. The woman who runs off a train when
it stops in this landscape is determined, and she is as lonely as she is fierce. There are small farms here and small towns, but she

is alone, buried in this landscape as if in a tomb. The woman is young, in her twenties. She has no experience with men, no
experience of love, of tenderness. There is no one for her. She knows only war. She fights it, as she has fought it all her life. She
is completely alone. In this country, people live in towns and villages; they have a world. And then there are the cities, where all
life is now concentrated. The sunflowers are still standing there. I say to her: “Go on, fight, take off your scarf. Throw it away.”

I want to tear the sunflowers out of her hand. I want her to see the roots that support the plants. I say to her: “Look. The
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sunflowers are mine. You are mine. You are neither sunflowers nor I, but we are you and we are me.” She is my daughter. She is
my friend. There is a train ahead. And now another. And another. And another. In another couple of hours I will reach the big
city of the north. It is so beautiful, so empty. It is wide open, wide open. “I am a photographer.” I smile to myself. My life as a

photographer is my life as a nomad. I am a nomad, I who have never stopped running. I leave my bag in the entrance of the city.
In an hour I will have to leave the bus. The bus station is far away. It is not where I want to be. I remember a woman who had
once told me a sad story. She was an Afghan who had come to France. She had arrived with three kids in tow, at the heart of
winter. She had found a job, a good job, in a hotel. She lived there with her husband and the three children. In five years, the

war had come 82157476af
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